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ALONG FOR THE "POSITIVE RIDE":
Land Conservancy Partners with Local Group to Expand Trail Accessibility
Being outdoors has always been a huge part of
Travis Jecker’s life. An avid motocross racer, he was
rarely one to sit still. Whether on a bike, at the lake,
snowboarding, or surfing, he was always participating
in or planning his next big adventure, two young kids
by his side.
However, the adventure ground to a sudden halt one
day in 2005 when Travis was involved in a serious
motorcycle accident in Tehachapi, in which he
sustained a C5-C6 spinal cord injury. Four months
later Travis was home, paralyzed, with a realization that
life would never be the same.
“I had to focus on healing first,” Travis explains when
sharing his story. “It’s not just physical therapy – it was
also building emotional strength. My family and I all
had to learn how to live this new life that was totally
different from what we were used to.” Travis eventually
returned to work in his machine shop manufacturing
aluminum parts, but also wanted to continue a project
he had started before his injury – a brand called
“Positive Ride.”
“Positive Ride is a mindset and a lifestyle.” Travis
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explained. “It started as a fun t-shirt company before
my injury and continued as a dream to provide
vacation opportunities on the Central Coast for the
disabled community. We would go around and rate
hotels and restaurants based on their accessibility
and how easy it would be for someone with mobility
challenges to enjoy the space. Are the bathrooms easy
to use? Can I move my chair between the tables? These
are all questions I have to ask before going to a new
place. The smallest things can make it difficult for
someone with a disability to explore new areas.”
Travis’s self-described “partner in crime” Gary Hale
adds, “Traveling with a disability is also about the
people around you. You need friends who are going to
say ‘How do we get you there, too?’”
The Positive Ride brand shifted its focus in early 2022
when Katherine Boone, a representative from Freedom
Trax, reached out to Travis and showed him what was
possible with their motorized offroad attachment for
manual wheelchairs. After trying a demo on the Pismo
Preserve, Travis describes a feeling of freedom he
hadn’t felt in years. “The empowerment of being able
to get to the top of the Preserve on my own – it’s hard
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Positive Ride cont.

Travis lives within walking distance from Irish Hills
open space in San Luis Obispo but hadn’t been to the
top of the Mariposa trail in 17 years. Just four weeks
ago he went up on his own with the Freedom Trax
attached to his chair.
Travis and Gary want to empower people to be able to
explore the outdoors despite disability. “Most people
don’t realize how challenging access to nature can
be for someone who uses a wheelchair. Sometimes
they don’t even realize that people with disabilities
enjoy and want to spend time outdoors just as much
as everyone else,” says Travis. “Our current goal with
Positive Ride is to purchase six Freedom Trax that will
be available to those who need it at no cost.”

Freedom Trax accessibility. With our amazing trail
crew volunteers we will work together to identify
challenging areas and, where possible, make them
easier to navigate.
Join us at the Pismo Preserve trailhead on Saturday,
November 5th from 8 to 11 am for a demo and ride
with Travis and Gary! Positive Ride will have Freedom
Trax to borrow, which are adaptable to most manual
wheelchairs. Extra parking near the kiosk will be
reserved for wheelchair users, in addition to our ADA
spaces.

Join the Ride!
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to even put into words. Before getting the Trax this was
never an option for me.” Since then, Sue Eisaguirre,
Executive Director of NatureTrack (a non-profit out
of Santa Barbara) has been lending Freedom Trax to
Travis to allow him to get familiar with the product
and share his vision with potential partners here in
SLO.

“And it’s not just the Trax,” adds Gary, “we’ll assist
with transportation, a trail itinerary, and arranging
hotel accommodations for out-of-town visitors.”
Building on the early roots of Positive Ride, Travis
and Gary are also working to develop a trail rating
system for Freedom Trax locally. “From green circle to
black diamond, we want to do the research so people
know what they’re getting into before they start their
journey,” says Travis.
“Although, he’s a daredevil,” jokes Gary, “so we may
need to adjust the ratings for everyone else.”
The Land Conservancy is honored to partner with
Positive Ride to rate the Pismo Preserve trails for
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Positive Ride’s services and equipment will always
be free for wheelchair users. The group seeks
volunteers and appreciates donations to make their
work possible. Find out more and get involved at
positiveride.com.
Follow them on Instagram at @positive.ride.
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Designing Technology for Good

COLORS OF CONSERVATION
Art brings people together across distance, culture,
circumstance, and time. We have witnessed throughout
history artists sharing a voice of the people, bringing
awareness to issues that are rarely convenient or
beautiful yet are portrayed elegantly. Artists have always
been a class of their own and have captured history for
future generations in a most honest form, if not always
obviously so. A great example is Hieronymus Bosch,
an artist who survived the Bubonic Plague then his
beautiful art took a turn for the grotesque. While the
art may not have captured the literal truth of the time,
one can feel from his art what he must have felt in his
heart after surviving such a significant event in human
history.
Recent times have introduced us to challenges all
our own and the professional artists of the San Luis
Outdoor Painters for the Environment (SLOPE) have
come together to raise funds for and bring awareness
to the great need for conservation in San Luis Obispo
County.
SLOPE’s mission is to create artworks depicting the
beauty and uniqueness of California’s Central Coast,
and use this art to draw public attention to this region
for the purpose of raising awareness and to generate
funds for preserving local lands for open space, wildlife,
4
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and ecologically respectful recreation, ranching and
farming.
These brilliant artists visit properties throughout
the county painting a landscape that they sometimes
return to and find that the view they once painted no
longer exists. Laurel Sherrie, President of SLOPE says,
“We are always very excited to get out on the land and
paint. The opportunity to get to places we normally
wouldn’t get to - recording images of the current
status of a place. It’s so special to be able to paint a
landscape that is preserved and visit it again and not
much has changed. Rather than visiting a place that’s
not protected and going back and the tree painted
is no longer there.” When it comes to working with
local environmental organizations Laurel adds, “The
Land Conservancy shows great fore-sight and energy in
accomplishing protection of open spaces in the county
and in bringing together art and conservation.”
At their recent Colors of Conservation show, held at
the Octagon Barn center, the artists of SLOPE showed
their art and contributed a portion of sales to The
Land Conservancy.
Another SLOPE artist, Jim Tyler, has also donated
three panels for the new placard at the Vineyard Elementary School Nature Trail. “This sounded like a
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Artist Jim Tyler (L) stands with his custom artwork for Vineyard
Elementary School LATO trail signage with former Oak
Education Coordinator Abigail

great opportunity for me to contribute in a fun and
unique way”, Jim says.
“Like most projects, this one evolved. Instead of simply
using a few existing images for the placard, we decided
to create three unique pieces of art. I worked with
Land Conservancy staff to determine the key features
that were necessary to highlight the diversity of the
wildlife in each habitat. With that planning, and with
the reference photos, I painted the three scenes.”
Art is still available for sale. You can contact the artists
through the SLOPE website: slope-painters.com
The three 14” x 11” paintings are available for
purchase, with a portion of the proceeds direct-ly
benefiting the Land Conservancy’s Learning Among
the Oaks program.
If you missed the show this year, be sure to keep an eye
out for next year’s announcement.

Leave Your Mark
Are you ready to make your mark in history? Create
a conservation legacy. Giving a gift in your will to
create a legacy with The Land Conservancy of San
Luis Obispo is a powerful commitment to the land,
water, and community you love, for generations to
come. If you let us know, we can include you in the
Terra Firma Society and provide you with special
updates and invitations. Email Development Manager
Heather Mullin at heatherm@lcslo.org.
www.lcslo.org

Last summer, while still volunteering through
Americorp, our Volunteer and Events Coordinator,
Niki Uyemura began working with Cal Poly student
club Hack4Impact on a new volutneer hours
tracking and recognition platform. The club is a
student-run organization that empowers engineers,
designers, activists, and humanitarians to create
lasting social change by developing projects for local
nonprofits.
“Volunteers have always been critical contributors
to our work,” says Executive Director, Kaila
Dettman. “But as we’ve grown, with the Pismo
Preserve and Octagon Barn opening in recent
years, we recognized the need to be more organized
with our tracking and communication, as well
as make sure our hardest working supporters are
getting the recognition they deserve.”
In addition to the technical contributions of the
Cal Poly club, many local businesses contributed
gifts as prizes and incentive for the hour-tracking
system.
“We wanted to implement a reward system for our
volunteers as an extra ‘thank you!’ for all of the
hard work they contribute,” says Niki. “Most of
these rewards are donations from local businesses.
It was great to see many businesses excited at the
opportunity to support our volunteers because of
their appreciation for the work our volunteers do
for our local lands.”
If you are an active volunteer and would like
information on how to track your hours and earn
cool prizes, email Niki at nikiu@lcslo.org.
Thank you to the following businesses who
contributed to our new volunteer recognition
program:
Urbane Cafe
REI
Pismo Brewing Company
SLO Provisions
Torricella Pizzeria Deltina Coffee Roasters
Pizza Republic
Cracked Crab
SLOCO Health
Luna Red
Margarita Adventures
Petra
Ribline

Cape Cod Eatery & Taphouse
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Old Barn, New Beginnings

YO U'R E A MA ZI N G!
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VOLUNTEER CHEERS
• The Rotary Club of San Luis Obispo de Tolosa for
installing a new fence along the entryway of the Octagon
Barn Center.
• Bob Selders, who reliably volunteers at the Octagon
Barn and Kathleen’s Canyon Overlook multiple times a
month, keeping these spaces beautiful for all to enjoy.
• Marv Daniels, who volunteers at the Pismo Preserve
several tiems a week “and has single-handedly removed
practically every Russian thistle on the Central Coast.”
• Cindy Roessler, Lydia Lawson, and Sergio Corona Munoz for countless hours contributing time and talents
to the LATO Wildlife Camera Project. Sue and Greig
Cummings, Gary and JoAnn Bissell, and Julie Wales
for many years of service as WCP volunteers. Happy
retirement!
• Pismo Preserve trail volunteers (Steve, Heidi, Morris and
John) for preparing the Santa Margarita Ranch LATO
trail for school hikes this fall.

WELCOME
•

•

•
•

New Learning Among the Oaks program staff Jen
Lannon (Oak Education Coordinator) and Anna Barr
(School Site Specialist).
New Stewardship staff Francisco Gomez (Field
Supervisor), and seasonal Field Technicians Ben
Weslow, Laura Drenth, Heather Willaims, and Josue
Pereyra.
Volunteer and Events Coordinator Niki Uyemura.
Board Members Valerie Vaz and Celeste Royer.

FAREWELL
•

Conservation Project Manager Cain Silvey. Thank
you for your years of service and contributions to our
conservation program, and best of luck in your new role!

WISH LIST
• DSLR Camera
• Cat mini excavator
• Engine driven welder
• Tool chest

• Mechanic’s tool set
• Air Compressor
• 100’ garden hose

Donated goods are tax-deductible. Call us at
(805) 544-9096 or e-mail info@LCSLO.org.

In November of 2019, a 20-year vision and effort by countless volunteers and community partners was
realized: The Octagon Barn Center had opened its doors as an event venue and community gathering space.
Fully restored, surrounded by California native landscaping, the stage was set for a new begin-ning for the
now 116 year old structure. The Land Conservancy hosted a public Grand Opening, holiday lighting, and
local makers’ market. Cue a world-wide pandemic, closing the barn doors once again.
Over the last two years, we’ve slowly found the balance in gathering safely, and The Land Conservancy’s
octagonal dreams were revived. This April, we were able to host the first in-person Annual Con-servation
Reception in our own space, and were overjoyed to see so many members and supporters meet our staff and
explore this facility once more.
This year, we saw fresh starts with new couples starting their lives together with vows taken during our first
on-site marriage ceremony; we experienced fresh starts with our non-profit partners hosting events like
the SLO Chamber’s Think Differently – Creating Sustainable Events, CCSPA’s Butterfly Ball, and Tolosa
Children’s Dental fundraiser for the first time in years.
Along with the History Center, and our long-time volunteer and local historian Marilyn Darnell we are
reigniting our efforts to share the history of the barn and dairying in SLO with a new docent program that
will start in 2023. We are excited for another year of fresh starts for birthday parties, educational events,
fundraisers, concerts and holiday celebrations.
We hope 2023 brings even more new beginnings and look forward to all the events our members, partners
and community kick off here at the Octagon Barn.
Be sure to check our website’s event calendar for public events, or reach out to info@octagonbarn.org to start
planning your own!
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Thank you to the Santa Lucia Flyfisherman’s Club for
donating time, materials and expertise to build a new,
safe starecase to the Santa Rita Ranch reservoir.
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EVENTS CALENDAR
MEMBERS HIKE AT EAGLE RANCH
Atascadero, CA: Wednesday, Nov 9th, 9-11AM

Join staff for a guided hike of this 3,300 acre ranch west of highway 101 just south of
Atascadero. RSVP required at lcslo.org/events.

BARN LIGHTING

Thursday, December 1, 5:30-7PM
Get in the holiday spirit by celebrating with The Land Conservancy as we officially flip
the switch on thousands of twinkling lights and our newly opened Octagon Barn Center.
Enjoy sweet treats and hot drinks as we kick off the holiday season. SPACE IS LIMITED:
Visit Eventbrite.com and search “Octagon Barn” to reserve your complimentary ticket.

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 12206
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
OFFICE ADDRESS
1137 Pacific Street, Suite A
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Phone: (805) 544-9096
E-mail: info@LCSLO.org
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