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The interconnectedness of all things is undeniable in
the fog.
The grass is covered in dew, the bunnies are cold and
damp, and the mist from the shore rolls up the hills to
great the morning mountain bikers and trail runners,
connecting them all to the sea, the mountain, and the
sky beyond where the fog dissolves in the sunlight.
In the parking lot of the Pismo Preserve development
manager Heather Mullin joins Gabriel Granados
of the San Luis Obispo County Behavioral Health
Veterans Outreach program. This program combines
traditional treatment elements and physical activities to
increase access to mental health services and improve
outcomes for active military personnel and veterans.
The Central Coast is home to Reserve and National
Guard units as well as military training posts including
Camp San Luis Obispo and Camp Roberts. There are
approximately 17,000 veteran and military families
living in SLO County. Although there are some
services available to individuals and families on the
military installations, many soldiers are reluctant to
receive services due to confidentiality issues, location,
and negative stigmas associated with seeking mental
health services. With an increase in military personnel
returning home from duty in a combat environment,
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Gabriel and his team aim to address the mental health
needs of our local veterans.
Gabriel circles us up and starts the hike with a quick
message. “Outdoor activity can help relieve stress or
anxiety as you enjoy the beauty of nature and become
part of the environment. Mental health is part of your
health just as much as your physical health.”
As the group set out on their adventure he adds, “Our
therapist encourages our participants be present and
enjoy the journey, not just focus on the destination,
when hiking. You can feel peace, happiness, or
excitement outdoors. You can be more present in
what you are seeing and experiencing.”
Collectively we walk through the fog. Enjoy the simple
things, the smell of black sage, the beauty of the silver
lupine, the hawk silently flying past. And the sun
bursting through the fog as we were blessed with a
vision of the clear horizon and walk into light together.

Find Support
The Veterans Treatment Program is provided by the
Behavioral Health Department. For more information
please call (805) 748-2403.
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30x30:

Where we are and what we're doing

With so much going on in the news these days you
may have missed the announcement back in October
of 2020 that the state of California, by executive order
of the governor, became the first state to commit to the
global 30 by 30 initiative.
What is 30 by 30 and why are we writing about it now,
a full year after the executive order?
In short, 30 by 30 is a goal to conserve 30 percent of
the state’s land and waters by the year 2030. Why 30
percent? 30 percent represents a minimum threshold
by which the state and the nation can meaningfully
address a suite of issues ranging from a lack of open
space for recreation, conservation of biodiversity,
reduction in extinction risk, and critically, by helping
to stabilize our climate.
In the year that has passed since Governor Newsom
gave his executive order, myriad stakeholders have
gathered to consider the most effective and impactful
way to achieve this goal. Among those stakeholder
groups are the hundreds of land trusts across the state.
Nonprofit land trusts like The Land Conservancy, have
been on the front lines of this effort for decades and
are responsible for a significant portion of the state’s
privately held conserved landscapes. By working with
private landowners such as farmers and ranchers across
SLO County, we help ensure that their lands remain
valuable working landscapes and critical wildlife
habitat.
The primary means by which this is achieved is via
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a voluntary conservation easement agreement.
Such agreements not only establish permanent
conservation of these landscapes but in doing
so, often provide a significant financial incentive
to the landowner. In this way, we are able to
create environmental sustainability and financial
sustainably. A truly win-win scenario.
By supporting our work, you are supporting the
effort to combat the loss of habitat and species while
meaningfully addressing climate change. This is some
of the most important work of our age and we simply
couldn’t do it without your help.

SO, WHERE DOES
SLO COUNTY COME IN?
Since 1984 The Land Conservancy has permanently
protected over 28,000 acres of land in SLO County,
and is on the brink of adding tens of thousands more
to that total. Of our more recent conservation projects,
none stands out as a beacon of biodiversity quite like
the Santa Rita Ranch.
In the heart of the southern Santa Lucia Range,
the Santa Rita Ranch sits at the top of Highway 46
West between the Pacific Ocean and Templeton.
In December of 2020, this 1,715-acre property was
purchased and permanently protected because of your
support!
While the property has remained relatively quiet
the land conservancy of san luis obispo county

compared to the Pismo Preserve and recently resurvey equipment. Although this technology can only
opened Octagon Barn Center, the Santa Rita Ranch
definitively identify about 70-80% of the bat calls
has been buzzing with an array of scientists and
recorded, it captures a lot of information, and is much
naturalists eager to help us document the plethora of
less stressful to the animals who no longer have to be
natural resources that can be observed on the ranch.
handled to be identified.
“Santa Rita is unlike any other open space I’ve
When asked what he looks for when scoping out good
experienced in SLO County,” says Senior Restoration
bat habitat, Bill says open water, riparian corridors and
Ecologist Lindsey Roddick. Lindsey has been working
plant diversity are all good indicators that a healthy
with The Land Conservancy for the past five years
bat population could be nearby - and the Santa Rita
overseeing restoration work in sensitive plant habitats
Ranch checks all of those boxes.
and documenting rare, native, and invasive plant
In his time surveying the property Bill identified 12
species at project sites throughout the county.
species, but suspects the ranch might be home to 14 of
Lindsey has had the pleasure of exploring the ranch
the 18 bat species native to the central coast.
from a range of perspectives, from leading a tour of
In general, Bill is optimistic about the local perception
the SLO Beaver Brigade to look for signs of the native
and attitude towards bats. “I find that more and more
semiaquatic mammals, to birdwatching with local
people are recognizing them as something positive,
expert Tom Edel, who assisted us with a recentlyespecially in the way of insect control.” But when it
secured grant from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology –
comes to threats against the species, there are still
thank you Tom and Cornell!
many to be concerned about. “Land conversion is a big
On a recent expedition Lindsey had the pleasure of
one. When you take out a diverse landscape to plant
touring Bill Haas, or “the Bat Man” as his friends
monoculture ag or build homes you lose that habitat
affectionately refer to him. Bill has been studying bats
element that keeps the bats around and the pests
in California for a little over 25 years and came to hear
under control. But there cost effective ways to keep
about the Santa Rita Rach through a mutual friend of
these areas bat friendly,” Bill adds, “such as leaving a
the organization.
few trees and shrubs throughout a vineyard.”
With an education and early career focused almost
“We’ve only begun to document the species present
exclusively on birds, reptiles and amphibians, Bill
on the property and already, I am blown away by the
didn’t stumble across his keen interest in bats until
diversity we’re seeing,” adds Lindsey Roddick. “I’m
a stint in the Peace Corp landed him in the Central
optimistic that this is representative of much of the
American country of Belize. The country, which
nearby land that remains undeveloped, and am excited
was still called British Honduras when he arrived
to see the role our supporters are playing to help
in the early 1980’s, had tasked Bill with developing
preserve this natural biodiversity and further our 30 x
new biology and ecology curriculum for government
30 goals in this region.”
run high schools and colleges as it emerged as an
independant nation.
With this task in mind, Bill took 12 students
on a two-week outdoor ecology class in
the Belize rainforest. One evening, after
mist netting and studying birds all day, the
students asked a question - “What happens
if we leave the nets up over night?” “Well,”
replied Bill, “you’ll probably catch bats.”
And so the bat studies began and a lifelong interest in the strange and often
misunderstood flying mammals emerged.
Fast forward to 2021 and technological
advances have all but eliminated the need for
mist-netting to study and identify local bat
populations. Instead, Bill came to the Santa
A long-eared myotis sits on a rock ledge in a sheetrock quarry on the Santa Rita Ranch.
Rita Ranch with a small box of acoustic
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE: MARV GROSS
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Few experiences are as enriching as sitting at the feet
of our elders and absorbing the wisdom of a life well
lived. I’m Heather Mullin, and as the Development
Manager at LCSLO I am blessed with opportunities to
do just that.
I recently had the pleasure of sitting with Marvin
Gross, a long time Land Conservancy volunteer. In
the shade of pine tree Marv told me his story. Marv
has been volunteering at the Pismo Preserve for
some time now since it was permanently protected
in 2014, and had been with The Land Conservancy
for almost a decade before that!
The Pismo Preserve trails are where I first met Marv
and I knew I needed to get more time with him.
The man has lived an adventurous life and made a
huge impact on his community, braiding his legacy
in with our local lands for the benefit of all. I want
to do the same. What better way to learn how than
to absorb the teachings and life lessons of someone
who has literally cut the trail for us to travel.
When I asked Marv how he first found a
connection to nature, he told me “When I was
a boy, my mother worked in Yosemite. She was a
maid a the Ahwahnee Hotel. I loved it. I went to
school in Yosemite Valley for seventh grade and I
loved running and hiking. I hiked Half Dome a
number of times including when I turned 80! I love
Yosemite and keep going back.”
Marv first came to the Land Conservancy for the
hiking. “Working at the Preserve and getting people
started on their hikes is what I do for fun”, Marv
says. “It’s no sacrifice.”
When asked what advice Marv would offer to this
next generation of nature conservationists, he says,
“It’s your life. Take it seriously. The planet will
only support you if you take care of it. We’ve done
a lousy job so far, us human beings on the planet.
And yet we still have a lot of good things going for us.
A lot of people trying hard to do the right thing for
our planet. We’re on an uphill slope trying to make it
to the top. We need to do what we can.’
While Marv is great with our human visitors, he has a
real soft spot for the animals. ‘I love the idea of having
a wildlife corridor for animals. When I guide hikes at
the preserve, I love telling people about the space out
there that is designated for wildlife to move through
and how that connects to the open spaces we saved.
4
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The animals need these corridors. And its gonna get
tougher as the planet gets hotter. The animals are
depending on the work we do in the next few years,
and we still have an awful lot to do.
“Why am I interested in supporting the land
conservancy? Because you’re doing something good
and that’s where my heart is. ”
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Leave a Lasting Legacy
Interested in braiding your legacy in with local lands?
Giving a gift in your will to create a legacy with LCSLO
is a powerful commitment to the land, water, and
community you love, for generations to come. If you let
us know, we can include you in the Terra Firma Society
and provide you with special updates and invitations.
the land conservancy of san luis obispo county

Swing by Art Central in downtown SLO
through November 29th to explore
the Wonders of the Oak Woodlands
art exhibit. Fifty-five SLO County
students from kindergarten through
high school submitted over 70 pieces
for our inaugural show! Many works of
art are for sale, with half the proceeds
benefiting our local lands and wildlife.
Purchases can be picked up at the end
of the show.
Visit the Gallery!
Art Central SLO
1329 Monterey St
San Luis Obispo, CA
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 12-4pm
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BLAZING A NEW TRAIL
FROM A LASTING LEGACY

A cyclist rides through a segment of the Bob Jones Pathway.

Bob Jones (1917-1994) was an environmental pioneer
whose vision for a city-to-the-sea trail from San Luis
Obispo to Avila Beach was part of a larger strategy to
restore San Luis Obispo Creek.
After earning a degree in Wildlife Management
from the University of Massachusetts, Bob moved
to California in 1952 to work for the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife. He later played
a critical role in implementing the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and other
environmental legislation.
In 1983 Bob and his wife, Marion, retired to Avila
Valley. He soon joined the then-fledgling Land
Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County where he
served as trustee from 1984 to 1994, and president
from 1987 to 1989.
After moving to Avila Valley, Bob began advocating
for a creek-side trail that would allow people to
experience the natural environment while supporting
conservation of the creek, the threatened steelhead,
and other native flora and fauna.
While rallying support from the local community,
Bob played a key role in the design of the trail as well
as raising significant grant funding for studies and
restoration of the creek.
Although Bob passed away before the first segments of
the trail were complete, his vision for the preservation
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of the creek and healthy recreation along its path has
endured.
In February of this year, the County of SLO Parks and
Recreation and the SLO Council of Governments
(SLOCOG) announced that the Bob Jones Trail Gap
Closure project had been recommended for $18.25
million in funding!
This Bob Jones “City to Sea” Trail extension project
will construct 4.5-miles of multi-use trail, separated
from motor vehicles, which will connect the existing
trail in Avila to the Octagon Barn at the South end of
San Luis Obispo.
The Land Conservancy is proud and excited to be a
partner with the County on this community-benefit
project both by facilitating a new trailhead at the
Octagon Barn Center, and enabling conservation and
land access along the planned route.

the land conservancy of san luis obispo county

Y OU ' RE AM AZIN G!
VOLUNTEER CHEERS
• Rod Hoadley and Peak Racks for the donation of bike
racks, and Joe Bowman and Slime for a bike repair
station at the Octagon Barn Center.
• Jen Lannon and Oak Ambassador daughters Nora and
Emily for assistance with Santa Margarita LATO trail
stewardship and nature classroom improvement projects.
• Bill Kanne for tool shed construction for Santa
Margarita Oak Nature Trail.
• The Pismo Preserve volunteer trail crew for consistently
showing up and making the trails usable and enjoyable
for all of us through the pandemic.
• Bob Selders for his ongoing volunteerism at the Octagon
Barn Center.
• The Arroyo Grande High School Sustainability club
for organizing a beach clean-up and recycling drive to
benefit conservation of the Diablo Canyon lands.
• Our fantastic team of Pismo Preserve docents who have
stepped up to fill staffing gaps to open and close the
Pismo Preserve on a daily basis for the last several weeks!

WELCOME
The Land Conservancy team has grown this year and we are
excited to welcome several new staff members!
• Heather Goodman - Octagon Barn Venue Manager
• Abigail Craig - Oak Education Coordinator
• Dena Paolilli - Restoration Ecologist
• Niki Uyemura - Volunteer Program Coordinator
(AmeriCorps)
• Joshua Sharon - Finance Assistant

WISH LIST
• Cat mini excavator
• Engine driven welder
• Tool chest
• Mechanic’s tool set
• Air Compressor
• 100’ heavy duty garden hose
• 3-hole punch
Donated goods are tax-deductible. Call us at
(805) 544-9096 or e-mail info@LCSLO.org.

Learning Among the Oaks is seeking new
volunteer docents to help teach oak education
in classrooms and chaperone field trips on
the nature trails. A docent training will be held
Tuesday, November 9th. If interested please email
lato@lcslo.org for a flyer and more details.

Olson
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
JIM PATTERSON, President
ANN ROBINSON, Vice President
PAT MULLEN, Treasurer
JIM BRABECK
ROGER BRIGGS
JOY FITZHUGH
JIM GRANT
DAVID JUHNKE
RANDY KNIGHT
CARRISA STEED
JOEL SHEETS
JOHN WALLACE
RON YUKELSON

STAFF
KAILA DETTMAN, Executive Director
DANIEL BOHLMAN, Deputy Director
JON HALL, Stewardship Director
KYLE WALSH, Conservation Director
For a full list of staff visit lcslo.org/staff.

EVENTS CALENDAR
APPLE PICKING

San Luis Bay Drive: Friday, October 29, 4 -6PM
Come in spooky style to our annual apple picking event in the orchards off San Luis Bay
Drive and Monte Road. RSVP to info@lcslo.org for further directions and instructions.

BARN HOLIDAY LIGHTING
Thursday, December 2, Sunset
MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 12206
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

The Land Conservancy will flip the switch on the iconic Octagon Barn holiday lights!
In-person event TBD, depending on current local restrictions. Sign up for our e-news at
lcslo.org/newsletter for updates.

OFFICE ADDRESS
1137 Pacific Street, Suite A
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Phone: (805) 544-9096
Fax: (805) 544-5122
E-mail: info@LCSLO.org
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