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When deciding to open a business they say the top
three things to take into consideration are location,
location, location! The same can be said for conserving
land. When embarking on the road toward conserving
a property, Land Conservancy staff and board carefully
consider the land’s location. Is it near freshwater
resources? Is it adjacent to other protected properties?
Is it near a city limit and could its conservation curb
urban sprawl?
When our staff and board of directors were first told
of the opportunity to protect an 880-acre parcel of
rolling grasslands and stunning oak woodlands with
panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean they knew they
could not pass it up. Not only because of the pure joy
these wildflower studded hillsides instill when you
visit, but because of its location.
The Pismo Preserve is adjacent to the most densely
populated area of San Luis Obispo County, commonly
referred to as “the Five Cities.” As of 2014 this region
had no upland hiking, mountain biking or horseback
riding trails. One of these cities, Grover Beach, had a
population density of 5,720 per square mile and only
15.2 acres of parks in 2014—that is 1.16 park acres per
1000 people. Oceano possessed only .86 acres of parks
and has a population density of 4,710 per square mile
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– that’s less than ¼-acre per 1000 people.
The Land Conservancy is further committed to
increasing access to open space in this area by working
with local municipalities to ensure public transit access
to the Pismo Preserve. Before COVID-19 prompted
the closure of many local businesses and changed all
of our routines in March, the Preserve was added as a
stop, and additional “express loop” for the Avila trolly
(stops also include the Pismo Beach Premium Outlets
and Avila Valley Barn). Although the trolley is not
yet running this summer, the Preserve will be on its
schedule of stops when it is safe to resume operations.

BY THE NUMBERS
880 acres of stunning oak woodlands and rolling
grasslands
11 miles of trail and ranch roads for hiking,
horseback riding, and mountain biking
10,000 estimated monthly users since re-opening
in July
15% - amount of trail users on bikes
143 - estimated number of horseback rides since
opening in January.
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Trail Safety 101
The Pismo Preserve is currently open Monday - Friday
from dawn to dusk, and closed on the weekends. All
trails are one-way and some have been temporarily
closed. You can view our most recent trail map at
lcslo.org/pismopreserve.

Additional Information for a Safe Visit

Rattlesnakes and ticks: Rattlesnakes and ticks are a
natural hazard at the Pismo Preserve and surrounding
areas. There are more than usual on the trails at this
time due to the lack of human use over the last few
months. Please be cautious, keeps dogs on leash at
all times (or leave them at home) and check for ticks
before you get in your car and again when you get
home.
Beat the heat: Hot, dry weather is common at the
Pismo Preserve, and the trails may be warmer than the
parking lot. Wear layers, sunscreen, a hat, and always
bring a reusable water bottle.
Poison oak: Be aware of poison oak near the trail. It
has leaves of three and never has thorns.
Stay on the trail: As stated above, the Pismo Preserve
is home to several natural hazards. Stay on the trail to
avoid unwated encounters with wildlife and poison
oak. Same goes for pets, who should always be on
leash.
Leave no trace: speaking of our four-legged friends;
they can’t carry their poop off the trails
themselves. Come prepared with doggy bags
and plan to bring pet waste back with you
to the parking lot where there are several
trash cans. Rake horse waste back into
your trailer and take with you off the
property.

RATTLESNAKE
MYTH-BUSTING
On July 16 we welcomed guests to celebrate World
Snake Day at the Pismo Preserve. Prompted by a
disappointing incident in which a hiker killed a
pregnant rattlesnake, we were inspired to create a
meaningful and educational experience for people to
learn about this amazing species.
Dr. Emily Taylor of Central Coast Snake Services, who
is also a herpetology professor at Cal Poly, brought a
gopher snake, California king snake, and her mascot
rattlesnake “Buzz” to the event to help bust some
snake myths and rumors.
Myth #1: “Rattlesnakes want to bite people.”
Dr. Taylor: This is the biggest myth about rattlesnakes.
They would much rather use their venom for hunting.
But they will bite to protect themselves when they feel
threatened.
Myth #2: “Baby rattlesnakes are deadlier than adults.”
Dr. Taylor: Many people think that baby rattlers can’t
control the amount of venom they inject or that their
venom is more toxic. The truth is baby rattlesnakes do
not pose a higher risk than adults.
Myth #3: “If you find a rattlesnake on your property,
you need to kill it for the safety of your kids and pets.”
There are better alternatives to killing a rattlesnake
in your yard. You could choose to ignore it and it will
likely go away, or you can call a
snake removal professional
who will safely relocate the
snake to an area better for
it (and for you!).

Know your limits: Almost all of our 11
miles of trail are open! But with our new
one-way trail system we ask you to finish
your hike once started, instead of stopping and
returning the way you came. Please review our new
trail map carefully before beginning your hike and
choose the adventure that’s right for you. If you must
turn back after starting a hike, please be considerate
and wear a mask while passing others on the trail.
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Scenes from World Snake Day
at the Pismo Preserve courtesy of
Michael Ens Photography.
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Learning Among the
(Physically Distanced) Oaks
As 36 Oak Ambassadors-in-training headed into
the final stretch of training and looked forward to
graduation in April, everything came to a screeching
halt. Local schools had recently closed and switched
to 100% online learning due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Though overwhelmed with their own challenges,
each public partner school quickly helped our
Learning Among the Oaks program transition to
online learning - setting us up with school district
Google Classrooms for each Oak Ambassador (OA)
class. Land Conservancy staff even hosted several live
streamed hikes, encouraging the students to tune in
and ask questions as we explored Santa Margarita
Ranch and the Vineyard School nature trail.
In May, Oak Ambassadors celebrated their graduations
in now familiar zoom rooms. Family, friends,
volunteers, teachers, principals and even school district
superintendents joined us! Each OA was given a yard
sign along with their graduation certificate.
After graduation, OAs would normally look forward
to guiding school class hikes, but not this spring.
Instead, Oak Education Manager Bev Gingg
challenged students to help create field guides for each
school nature trail. These field guides will be a useful
educational tool for both school and public hikes at
each of our LATO locations throughout the county.
While The Land Conservancy, along with the rest
of the county, is developing a plan to safely resume
educational events and hikes, children in the LATO
program are still receiving the resources they need to
learn and thrive with your support. Thank you!
Clockwise from top left: Field Guide project drawing
of acorn woodpecker by Georgie L. New OA Natalie
attends World Snake Day event at the Pismo Preserve.
Habitat restoration and trail improvement project
meeting at Vineyard School Nature Trail in July. Oak
Ambassador zoom meeting. Field Guide project drawing
of red-tailed hawk by Natalie G.
© Bev Gingg
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15 YEARS OF
LEARNING AMONG
THE OAKS
Thanks to the dedicated support of countless
volunteers, donors, and community partners,
our Learning Among the Oaks (LATO) program
is celebrating its fifteenth anniversary in 2020!
LATO started in 2005 with a teacher who
dreamed
taking kids out of the classroom
©Bev of
Gingg
and into the oak woodlands surrounding a rural
California school. With a multi-year grant, many
partners, and luck, the adventure began.
Soon kids, teachers and families at Santa
Margarita Elementary School began to experience
the joy of making discoveries and learning
outdoors. Season after season, year after year, the
LATO trail at Santa Margarita Ranch became a
well-worn path.
Kids started to feel a deep connection to the land
and were eager to share what they had learned
through the years. Then it occurred to staff and
volunteers - who better to teach kids than other
kids? Thus, the junior nature guide training
program, known as Oak Ambassadors, began in
2010.
Fifteen years after the start, LATO now has a
home in three different San Luis Obispo County
public elementary schools, each with its own
associated oak nature trail. More than 3,000
people, mostly school children and families,
participated in LATO hikes and activities in 2019.
Many spin-off projects, including the popular
wildlife cameras, puppet shows and skits, have
made LATO a high-impact program and a source
of pride for all involved.
This fall LATO will continue online at all
three public schools, with the possibility of a
few physically distanced outdoor educational
opportunities for new and returning Oak
Ambassadors. We look forward to another 15+
years of hands-on nature education on the Central
Coast!
©Lindsey Roddick
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Good Fences Make Good Grazers
The Land Conservancy recently received a grant from the California State Coastal Conservancy to fund the
construction of grazing infrastructure at the Pismo Preserve. Newly created pastures and expanded water
lines will allow for livestock to be used as a tool for managing the rangeland portion of the Preserve without
negatively impacting sensitive areas, fragile trail segments or restoration sites on the property. Properly
managed grazing will help reduce the risk of wildfire, decrease the amount of broadleaf weeds like black
mustard, and increase native plant diversity within the Pismo Preserve.
Starting in the Spring of 2021, cow-calf pairs will be brought onto the property and visitors will be able to
observe the transformation of the rangeland as livestock consume forage and trample down old vegetation
which will increase organic matter in the soil and create opportunity for new growth.
This past spring, goats were used to graze in strategic locations to cut down invasive weeds. We will continue
to use goats in more targeted locations outside the new cattle pastures for future fuel reduction and weed
management.

© Jamie Creath
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Y OU ' RE AMAZIN G!
THANK YOU

WELCOME

• Cal Fire for their efforts in protecting life and property
while fighting the Avila Fire on June 15. Through their
quick and organized response no homes were destroyed
and the fire didn’t even reach the Pismo Preserve.
• Central Coast Concerned Mountain Bikers (CCCMB)
for quickly organizing volunteers to repair bulldozer
damage at the Pismo Preserve during wildfire response
in mid-June.
• Abby Sommer for using her artistic talents to design a
new sticker for the Pismo Preserve! Pick one up in our
office or at an event soon!
• Oak and Otter Brewing for donating a portion of every
sale of the Pismo Preserve Pale Ale. With only one keg
remaining they have raised over $1,100!
• Morro Coast Audubon Society volunteers Freddy
Howell, Jackie Knowlton and Cheryl Lish for
monitoring and maintaining LATO nest boxes at
Vineyard Elementary School and Santa Margarita Ranch
nature trails.
• Brandon Creath, licensed Realtor® with RE/MAX
Success who will donate $500 of his commission to
the Pismo Preserve in your name with the mention
of this newsletter. Call (805) 704-1498 or visit
BrandonCreathHomes.com for details. Offer good
through 12/31/2020. DRE #02112768

• Since our fall 2019 newsletter we have welcomed several
new staff and board members! Get to know them
through their bios on our website at lcslo.org/staff and
lcslo.org/board.
Alison Kaplan - Restoration Specialist II
CJ Silas - Pismo Preserve Outreach Associate
Cain Silvey - Conservation Project Manager
John Wallace - Volunteer Board Member
Nicole Argueta - Stewardship Intern

WISH LIST
• iPad
• Booklet spiral binding machine
• Used Electric Golf Cart (for work, we promise!)
• Weed wackers
• Cat mini excavator
• Martin Yale P7200 Desktop Letter Folder
Donated goods are tax-deductible. Call us at
(805) 544-9096 or e-mail info@LCSLO.org.

Two years ago, we protected nearly 2,000 acres along Highway 46 West
between Templeton and Cayucos. Well, we’ve been busy ever since. Thanks to
your continued support for protecting the incredibly scenic and wildlife rich
46 West corridor, we’re on track to triple that number by the end of 2020!

Creath
©©BKJamie
Richard
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
JIM PATTERSON, President
ANN ROBINSON, Vice President
PAT MULLEN, Treasurer
JIM BRABECK
ROGER BRIGGS
JOY FITZHUGH
JIM GRANT
DAVID JUHNKE
RANDY KNIGHT
CARRISA PEREIRA
JOEL SHEETS
JOHN WALLACE
RON YUKELSON

STAFF
KAILA DETTMAN, Executive Director
DANIEL BOHLMAN, Deputy Director
JON HALL, Stewardship Director
KYLE WALSH, Conservation Director
JOEY CHAVEZ
SCOTT COUTURE
JAMIE CREATH
BEVERLY GINGG
ALISON KAPLAN
KELLY LEWIS
SCOTT LOOSLEY
LINDSEY RODDICK
CJ SILAS
CAIN SILVEY
RACHEL TARCON
DYLAN THEOBALD
ALEX ZEWISKI

EVENTS CALENDAR
HISTORIC TOURS OF THE
OCTAGON BARN
2nd & 4th Thursdays
August - October (on Zoom)

We are excited to partner with The
History Center of San Luis Obispo for a
series of live Zoom tours of the Octagon
Barn Center!

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 12206
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
OFFICE ADDRESS
1137 Pacific Street, Suite A
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Phone: (805) 544-9096
Fax: (805) 544-5122
E-mail: info@LCSLO.org

We will be offering Zoom video tours
of the barn with our knowledgeable
volunteer historian Marilyn Darnell on the
2nd and 4th Thursdays of August-October.
Register today at historycenterslo.org.
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